
Articles by Sharon Faith and Deanna Levine first published by Family Law Journal (Legalease) 
about the interaction between the civil law in England and Wales and the Get (Jewish divorce)   

 
The series of three articles reproduced on this website at www.gettingyourget.co.uk were first published by the 
Family Law Journal (Legalease). The following points about the articles are drawn to your attention: 
 

Divorce, Religion and the Law first published by Family Law Journal (Legalease) in November 2002 at 
pages 23-24 

 
The first article explains the Divorce (Religious Marriages) Act 2002 after it was passed, but before it was brought 
into force on 23 February 2003 by article 2 of the Divorce (Religious Marriages) Act 2002 (Commencement Order 
2003 (SI 2003 No 186). The information contained in the article remains applicable. The third article, “Religious 
Divorce” published in May 2003 at pages 11-14 explains the regulations which are envisaged by this first article.  
 

Divorce, Religion and the Law first published by Family Law Journal (Legalease) in December 
2002/January 2003 at pages 18-20 

 
The second article was also published prior to commencement of the Divorce (Religious Marriages) Act 2002, but 
again the information remains applicable. 

 
Religious Divorce first published by Family Law Journal (Legalease) in May 2003 at pages 11-14  

 
The third article contains references in the middle column of page 14 (lines 7 to 9) to “pp5-19 for clients and pp13, 28 
and 31-36 for family law practitioners”. This refers to the third edition (February 2003) of the e-book, Getting your Get 
at www.gettingyourget.co.uk, which is now into its sixth (2008) edition. Accordingly, the part which contains the 
references should now read as follows: 
 
 “…authors of Getting your Get (May 2008) edition at pp14-31 and 34 (except for those parts which relate to 
Scotland) for clients and pp10-11, 25, 32 and 36-44 (except for those parts which relate to Scotland) for family law 
practitioners. See www.gettingyourget.co.uk”. 
 
       A note about Getting your Get at www.gettingyourget.co.uk   
 
Getting your Get at www.gettingyourget.co.uk by solicitors Sharon Faith and Deanna Levine provides information for 
Jewish men and women in England, Wales and Scotland about divorce according to Jewish law and contains 
articles, forms and explanations for lawyers.  
  
The articles first published by the Family Law Journal (Legalease) were based on the e-book, Getting your Get, at 
www.gettingyourget.co.uk, but they provide considerably more detailed information about the civil law than is 
contained in Getting your Get. The article in the sixth edition of Getting your Get at pp36-44 (Annexe 7) was  written 
specifically for family law practitioners to provide an understanding of the religious background to the legislation, as 
this will, in turn, enhance the advice which is given.   
 
Sharon Faith and Deanna Levine 
August 2008 
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This article was first published in Family Law Journal (Legalease) 
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The authors have written Getting 
your Get: Information for Jewish 
men and women in England, 
Wales and Scotland about 
divorce according to Jewish law.  
Annexes 4 and 6 of this 
publication are intended for 
solicitors and barristers advising 
Jewish Matrimonial clients.  
Getting your Get can be 
downloaded free of charge from 
htt;://www.gettingyourget.co.uk 
and the Divorce (Religious 
Marriages) Act 2002 is similarly 
available from 
Http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/ 
acts2002/20020027.htm 
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Agunah (plural Agunot)         Mamzer (plural Mamzerim) 
A woman who is ‘chained’ to her        A Jewish child whose status is  
Jewish husband who refuses to grant         religiously ‘illegitimate’.  Such a  
her a Get (Jewish divorce document).       child, together with any  
A man will also be an Agun (plural           descendants, cannot marry in 
Agunim) if his wife refuses to         accordance with Orthodox   
accept a Get.           Jewish law.  A child will be a 
           mamzer if he or she is born to a 
Beth Din (plural Batei Din)                 Jewish mother who married her  
Court of Jewish religious law.        husband in an Orthodox  
           Synagogue but who did not  
Get (plural Gittin)         obtain a Get from him before she 
Jewish divorce document         became pregnant by another  
           Jewish man with that child – even 
       if she did obtain a civil divorce.  

Glossary of terms 
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Reference Point 

 
Deanna Levine and Sharon Faith 
collaborated on producing the new 
and widely acclaimed handbook, 
Getting your Get, which can be 
downloaded free of charge from 
www.gettingyourget.co.uk.  
        Annexes 4A and 6 (on which 
this article is based) are intended 
for solicitors. 
        A reception to launch Getting 
your Get and the website is to be 
held in February 2003. 
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Glossary 
Beth Din (plural, Batei Din): Court(s) of Jewish religious law.  (For a list of 
Orthodox Batei Din, please see p35 of Getting your Get at 
www.gettingyourget.co.uk).  
 
Get: Jewish divorce 
 
Halachically Jewish: A status that applies to any person whose ancestors on 
the maternal side were Jewish, as recognised by an Orthodox Beth Din o 
someone who has undergone a conversion to Orthodox Judaism. 
 
Mamzer (plural Mamzerim): A Jewish child whose status is religiously 
‘illegitimate’.  Such a person, together with any descendants, cannot marry 
in accordance with Orthodox Jewish law. A child will be a mamzer if they 
are born to a Jewish mother who married her Jewish husband, but who did 
not obtain a Get from him before she got pregnant with that child by another 
Jewish man – even if she obtained a civil divorce. 
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Note 
The useful comments of  
Eleanor Platt QC are gratefully 
acknowledged.  Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the 
permission of the Controller of 
HMSO and the Queen’s Printer 
for Scotland. 
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